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also we have made alliance either by ourselves or by others
in our behalf; as far as the mouth at the sea or Gulf of
Mexico, about the 27th degree of the elevation of the north
pole, and also to the mouth of the river of Palms (Rio de
Palmas’); upon the assurance which we have received from
all these nations that we are the first Earopeans who have
descended or ascended the River Colbert, hereby protesting
against all those who may in future undertake to invade
any or all of these countries, people, or lands above de-
sceribed to the prejudice of the right of his Majesty acquired
by the consent of the nations herein named, of which and
all that can be needed, I hereby take to witness those who
hear me, and demand an act of the notary as required by
law.”

To which the whole assembly responded with shouts of
“Vive le Roy!” and with salutes of fire-arms. Moreover, the
said Sieur de la Salle caused to be buried at the foot of the
tree to which the cross was attached a leaden plate, on one
side of which were engraved the arms of France and the
following inscription:

Lvpovicvs MAGNVS REGNAT.
NoONO APRILIS CID IDC LXXXIL

RoBerTvs CAVELIER, cVM DoMiNO DE ToNTY LEGATO, R. P.
ZENOBIO MEMBRE, RECOLLECTO, ET VIGINTI GALLIS, PRIMVS
HOC FLVMEN, INDE AB ILINEORVM PAGO ENAVIGAVIT, KJVSQVE
OSTIVM FECIT PERVIVM NONO APRILIS ANNI

CID IOC LXXXIL

After which the Sieur de la Salle said that his Majesty,
as eldest Son of the Church, would annex no country to his
crown without making it his chief care to establish the
Christian religion therein, and that its symbol must now be
planted, which was accordingly done at once by erecting a
cross, before which the Vexilla and the Domine, salvum fac
regem were sung, whereupon the ceremony was concluded
with cries of “T7ve le Roy!” Of all and every of the above

The Rio de Palmas is about one hundred leagues from the River
Panuco (Tampico), Mexico.— FRENCH.



